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How to Complete the BCCDC Public Health Laboratory 
Gastrointestinal Disease Outbreak Notification Form 
 
When a community based healthcare setting has reached the outbreak definition for Viral 
Gastrointestinal illness, stool or emesis samples can be sent to the BCCDC Provincial lab to 
determine the causative organism. BCCDC Provincial lab will only process samples if they 
receive the BC Public Health Laboratory Gastrointestinal Disease Outbreak Notification Form. In 
the absence of this form, any samples sent to the lab are retained unprocessed until the 
notification is received. If a viral GI outbreak is declared at a community site Monday to Friday 
the Environmental Health Officer (EHO) will complete this form and send it to the lab. Samples 
from the affected site will be processed. On Saturday, Sunday and Statutory holidays, the EHO 
team is not working. It will be the responsibility of the ICP to contact the MHO on-call (604-527-
4893) to let them know the site has met Outbreak Definition. If the MHO agrees and declares 
an outbreak, the ICP will be responsible to complete the BC Public Health Laboratory 
Gastrointestinal Disease Outbreak Notification form. Step to complete the form are outlined on 
the second page of the form, or you can follow the steps in this guidance document. 
 
Step 1: 
Complete the demographic information on the form 
 

 
 
Step 2:  
Add details about the location of the outbreak 

 

 

http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Forms/Labs/GIOutbreakFAXForm.pdf
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Step 3: 
Provide details about the outbreak description 

 
 
Step 4: 
Fax the completed form to the BCCDC Provincial lab at 604-707-2607 
 
Step 5: 

 Notify the affected site to send their samples to the lab for processing.  

 Let the affected site know that each sample must be accompanied by the Public Health 
Laboratory Gastrointestinal Disease Outbreak Requisition. 

 Please provide your site with the MISYS# C00257. This number must be written on each 
requisition 

 

http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Forms/Labs/GIOutbreakReq.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Forms/Labs/GIOutbreakReq.pdf

